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Forsters LLP
The Firm: “Well respected and technically competent,” the

six-strong team at Forsters deals with ancillary relief mat-

ters with total assets in excess of £5 million. In keeping with

the Mayfair firm’s strong private client practice, there is a

particular emphasis on trust and property dimensions.

“Renowned for being a fighter,” Ann Northover has a par-

ticular interest in assets based in the Channel Islands, while

fellow partner Hilary Rodgers has strong pensions and

jurisdictional themes to her practice.

FORSTERS LLP
is ranked in Chambers UK 2008 as follows:

Family: Matrimonial Finance  
& Private Children Law
London
Leading Firms 

Band 4
Forsters LLP

FAMILY: MATRIMONIAL FINANCE & PRIVATE CHILDREN LAW LONDON

Leading Individuals

Band 4
Northover Ann Forsters LLP
Rodgers Hilary Forsters LLP

Leaders in Family: Matrimonial Finance & Private Children Law

NORTHOVER, Ann
Forsters LLP, London 
(020) 7863 8533
aenorthover@forsters.co.uk
Specialisation: Partner and Head of Family
Law Group specialising in all aspects of family
law and in particular complex substantial
asset cases, international matters and disputes
concerning children.
Prof. Memberships: Resolution (including

formerly serving on committee of Resolution
London Region) The Law Society, Royal Soci-
ety of Medicine.
Career: Qualified 1992 having trained at
Stephenson Harwood. Partner Gordon Dadds
2002. Joined Forsters LLP as a Partner in 2004.

RODGERS, Hilary
Forsters LLP, London 
(020) 7863 8540
hrodgers@forsters.co.uk
Specialisation: Partner in Family Law Group
specialising in complex financial settlements
on divorce which often involve an interna-
tional element. She works closely with client’s
accountants and other financial advisers.
Some of the issues on which she is experi-

enced (in the context of family law) include
questions of jurisdiction, taxation (UK and
International), trusts and pensions.
Prof. Memberships: Resolution; International
Bar Association; International Academy of
Matrimonial Lawyers.
Career: Qualified 1987. Theodore Goddard
1987-91. Frere Cholmeley Bischoff 1991-98.
Partner 1994. Founding Partner Forsters
1998.

Forsters LLP
The Firm: This group is one of the biggest at the firm and

is known for the high quality of its work on the full range

of private client matters, providing advice to wealthy entre-

preneurs, landed estates, foreign clients and individuals

from the entertainment industry. Regarding the firm’s tax

planning and offshore trust administration capabilities,

barristers proclaim them to be “excellent,”with clients con-

firming that “they really know what they’re doing.” The

team recently won an appeal in the Privy Council regard-

ing Guernsey trusts alleged to be sham; guided a major UK

charity through the modernisation of its constitution and 

a number of other matters; and successfully negotiated a

private treaty sale of the contents of a stately home to the

National Trust.

The Lawyers: David Robinson impresses clients with

“an extremely thorough knowledge” of complex tax and

trust structures as well as wills and probate and estate

wind-ups. Consultant David Willis is described by clients

as “experienced, calm and reliable.”Wills, tax planning and

the administration of estates for a wide range of clients are

the foundation of his practice.

PRIVATE CLIENT LONDON

Private Client
London
Leading Firms 

Band 3
Forsters LLP

Leading Individuals

Band 3
Robinson David Forsters LLP
Willis David Forsters LLP

Leaders in Private Client

ROBINSON, David
Forsters LLP, London 
(020) 7863 8333
djrrobinson@forsters.co.uk
Specialisation: Partner and Head of Private
Client Group. Advises a variety of private
clients on estate planning and capital taxation.
Trustee of landed estates in England and Scot-
land. Has a specialised knowledge of the tax
exemptions affecting fine houses and works of
art. Assists trustees and beneficiaries of off-

shore trusts and has over 20 years’ experience
of drawing up wills and settlements, often act-
ing as executor.
Prof. Memberships: City of London Law Soci-
ety; The Law Society, Society of Trust and
Estate Practitioners (STEP).
Career: Qualified in 1981. Glover & Co 1982-
85. Frere Cholmeley Bischoff 1985-98. Partner
1989. Founding Partner Forsters 1998.

WILLIS, David
Forsters LLP, London 
(020) 7863 8510
dcwillis@forsters.co.uk
Specialisation: Consultant in the Private
Client Group. He has specialised in private
cllient work for over 30 years. He acts for a
broad range of individuals and trusts with UK
and non-UK interests. He has been involved
in some groundbreaking litigation for clients
and recently acted in a case in the Privy Coun-

cil involving sham trust issues. He also often
acts as a trustee of landed estates and other
settlements and as executor.
Prof. Memberships: The Law Society; Society
of Trusts and Estate Practitioners (STEP); Res-
olution.
Career: Oxford University (MA). Qualified
initially as a barrister before becoming a solici-
tor. Partner Frere Cholmeley Bischoff 1978-
98. Founding Partner Forsters 1998 and
Senior Partner 1998-2001.
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Forsters LLP
The Firm: The most respected dedicated real estate firm in

London, this outfit has shown strong performance on top-

flight work. According to clients, “there are no ‘glory types’

here, just personable and efficient solicitors who get on with

the job.” The team has recruited carefully, while retaining its

personalised feel. The lawyers provide “excellent representa-

tion” on deals of all sizes, and the ability of the firm to han-

dle small and mid-sized projects for private investors is

matched by its performance on large, multidisciplinary

transactions.As a result, this is the only firm in London that

straddles both the Big-Ticket and Mainly Mid-Market

tables. Recent highlights include representing funds advised

by Invista on its role in the £525 million acquisition of Plan-

tation Place and handling the City, Midtown, Westminster

and Kensington portfolios for The Crown Estate.

The Lawyers: Continuing to receive unfailing client 

praise, Sophie Hamilton remains one of the best proper-

ty solicitors in London. Clients credit “her commitment to

and superb handling of some of the biggest projects we as a

company have been involved in.” Smita Edwards has led on

numerous projects, and commentators rate her as “a prag-

matic, friendly and punctual lawyer who takes the initiative,

solves problems and saves us time and money.” Blessed with 

“an intense intelligence,” Tony Patterson is lauded for his

“straightforward and effective commercial advice across a

spectrum of disciplines.” Clients acclaim up-and-comer

Eugene McMahon as “a very capable and business-minded

property lawyer.”

Clients/Work Highlights: Westbrook Real Estate; Knight

Frank; Opus Land; Surrey Heath Borough Council and

Moorfield Group.

FORSTERS LLP

REAL ESTATE LONDON
Real Estate
London
Leading Individuals
Band 1
Hamilton Sophie Forsters LLP

Band 4
Edwards Smita Forsters LLP
Patterson Tony Forsters LLP

Up-and-coming individuals
McMahon Eugene Forsters LLP

Real Estate: Big-Ticket
London
Leading Firms 

Band 5
Forsters LLP

Real Estate: Mainly Mid-Market
London
Leading Firms 
Band 1
Forsters LLP

Leaders in Real Estate

Other Notable Practitioners
Craig Eadie of Forsters LLP makes his entrance in the

rankings on the basis of strong client feedback. Legal ser-

vices users view him as “covering many bases in providing

straightforward commercial advice across a spectrum of dis-

ciplines,” and labelled him a “one-stop shop.”

REAL ESTATE FINANCE LONDON
Real Estate Finance
London
Leading Individuals

Band 5
Eadie Craig Forsters LLP

Leaders in Real Estate Finance

EADIE, Craig
Forsters LLP, London 
(020) 7863 8350
cfeadie@forsters.co.uk
Specialisation: Partner. Particular expertise in
the structuring and equity financing of com-
mercial property transactions. Experience

includes the establishment, financing and
acquisition/disposal of UK and offshore cor-
porate, unit trust and partnership vehicles and
funds. Also involved in non real estate private
equity and AIM financings and transactions,
particularly in leisure, hospitality and technol-
ogy sectors.

Prof. Memberships: The Law Society.
Career: Qualified in 1980, having joined Frere
Cholmeley in 1978. Became a Partner in 1986.
Founding partner of Forsters, August 1998.
Personal: Born in 1955. Educated at Worces-
ter College, Oxford 1973-76 and Aix-Mar-
seilles University 1977-78. Trustee of the Insti-

tute of Contemporary British History and
Watside Charities. Recreations include bird
watching and shooting. Lives in London.

HAMILTON, Sophie
Forsters LLP, London 
(020) 7863 8450
schamilton@forsters.co.uk
Specialisation: Senior Partner and Commer-
cial Property Partner with extensive experi-
ence in a broad range of property work
including acquisitions, disposals, funding and
development agreements for UK institutional
and international investors (clients include
funds managed by Invista Real Estate, The
Crown Estate and the Goldsmiths’ Company).
Also acts for tenants in major office reloca-
tions, and is involved both as a property
lawyer and as a trustee for some significant
family trusts with important property invest-
ments and acts for a number of charitable
trusts with property portfolios.
Prof. Memberships: The Law Society; Anglo-
American Real Property Institute; Liveryman,
the Goldsmiths’ Company; Freeman of the
City of London.
Career: Educated St Mary’s School, Calne;
Marlborough College; Clare College, Cam-
bridge. Qualified 1979; Partner 1985; Head of

Property Department 1991-94 (all at Frere
Cholmeley Bischoff); founding Partner
Forsters 1998; Senior Partner 2001 to date.

EDWARDS, Smita
Forsters LLP, London 
(020) 7863 8470
sedwards@forsters.co.uk
Specialisation: Commercial Property Partner
with particular expertise in investment, com-
plex development projects and town centre
regeneration schemes and in acting for public
sector bodies. Clients include Active Retail
Fund, Rockspring Hanover Property Unit
Trust and Retail Plus Property Fund (invest-
ment); Anglia & General, Wrenbridge Land
and Opus Land (development); Chester City
Council and Surrey Heath Borough Council
(city centre developments) and McDonald’s
Restaurants Limited (occupier).
Career: Qualified 1985. Joined Frere Cholme-
ley Bischoff 1985. Partner Frere Cholmeley
Bischoff 1992. Founding Partner Forsters
1998. Head of Property Department Forsters
1998-2003.

PATTERSON, Tony
Forsters LLP, London 
(020) 7863 8460
ajpatterson@forsters.co.uk
Specialisation: Commercial Property Partner
with extensive experience of commercial
property work. He acts for a variety of funds,
developers and investors (clients include
British Airways Pension Fund, The Osprey
Limited Partnership, Wharf Property Invest-
ments Limited, Greenlight Property Fund and
Rock Capital Group plc). He is also Head of
Forsters’ Irish Group and has acted for Irish
investors on major city office acquisitions and
disposals.
Prof. Memberships: Investment Property
Forum; 100 Property Club; Lansdowne Club,
The Law Society.
Career: Qualified 1975; Frere Cholmeley
Bischoff 1973-98. Partner 1980; Head of
Property Department 1994-98; various man-
agement committees. Founding Partner
Forsters 1998.

MCMAHON, Eugene
Forsters LLP, London 
(020) 7863 8475
efmcmahon@forsters.co.uk
Specialisation: Commercial Property Partner
with experience in a range of commercial
property work acting for institutional
investors and landlords on acquisitions, dis-
posals and landlord and tenant matters. Par-
ticular expertise in development and funding
transactions for both public and private sector
clients (including complex town centre rede-
velopment schemes).
Prof. Memberships: The Law Society.
Career: Qualified 1996 at Clifford Chance.
P&O Properties 1998-2000. Joined Forsters
2000. Partner since 2005.
Personal: Educated St Mary’s High School,
Blackpool; Durham University (LLB).
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Forsters LLP
The Firm: For a number of years now, this focused firm

has established itself as a feature of the real estate sector but

has also been quietly making a move in the area of

construction, and now has a preponderance of developers

and purchasers among its clients. Work includes acting in

respect of documentation required for a phased 

development of a substantial site assembly at St Paul’s

Road, Wednesbury, including contracts for a replacement

viaduct. Having provided procurement advice for the fit-

ment of a new headquarters for Thomson Scientific, the

team also represents Wildbrook Investments, Warner

Estate Holdings and Frogmore and is led by Sarah Cook.

CONSTRUCTION: PURCHASER-LED BEST OF THE UK

Construction: Purchaser-led
Best of the UK
Leading Firms 

Band 5
Forsters LLP

Forsters LLP
The Firm: Almost a decade on from this firm’s establish-

ment in the heart of London’s Mayfair, it continues to

build on its reputation as a true property specialist.

Accordingly, it counts a high number of developers

amongst its client base. Highlights from the past year

include acting for a landlord on a service charge dispute

involving premises in Cheyne Walk in London. The team

also represented Mallett & Son (Antiques) in the Court of

Appeal case concerning the tenant’s right to acquire the

freehold of their property, and what constitutes a house for

the purposes of exercising the right under the Leasehold

Reform Act 1967. Clients heap praise upon this 

“exceptional firm,” recognising that “it has done extremely

well to carve itself a niche.”

The Lawyers: Lead partner Jonathan Ross is praised by

both peers and clients, who testify as to the clarity of his

commercial advice, delivered with his signature “excellent

forthright approach.” Natasha Rees acted in the Mallett &

Son case. She is an associate with a fine handle on the prac-

tice area and is most commonly found on enfranchise-

ment matters.

Clients/Work Highlights: Friends Provident; Reed Else-

vier; Fujitsu Services and The Portman Estate.

REAL ESTATE LITIGATION LONDON

Real Estate Litigation
London
Leading Firms 

Band 2
Forsters LLP

Leading Individuals

Band 2
Ross Jonathan Forsters LLP

Associates to watch
Rees Natasha Forsters LLP

Leaders in Real Estate Litigation

ROSS, Jonathan
Forsters LLP, London 
(020) 7863 8388
jmross@forsters.co.uk
Specialisation: Partner and Head of Property
Litigation Group specialising in commercial
property litigation. He acts for clients ranging
from major institutions to private individuals.
He writes a weekly piece for PropertyWeek
and lectures regularly on property litigation

matters.
Prof. Memberships: Secretary of Property
Litigation Association,The Law Society, RICS
Dilapidations Forum.
Career: Qualified 1983 with Saunders Sobell.
Partner 1989. Head of Property Litigation at
Forsyte Saunders Kerman 1994. Denton
Wilde Sapte 1996-2002. Joined Forsters in
2002.

REES, Natasha
Forsters LLP, London 
(020) 7863 8385
nrrees@forsters.co.uk
Specialisation: Property litigation solicitor
specialising in all aspects of commercial and
residential property litigation with particular
expertise in residential landlord and tenant
work and leasehold enfranchisement. Natasha
advises and acts for a number of settled

estates, charities, commercial landlords and
management companies in London advising
in relation to their residential property litiga-
tion work. She also acts for both landlords
and tenants in relation enfranchisement
claims and enfranchisement related litigation
including professional negligence claims.
Prof. Memberships: The Law Society; Proper-
ty Litigation Association.
Career: Qualified 1995 at Lewis Silkin.
Masons 1996-99. Joined Forsters 1999.

Forsters LLP
The Firm: Appreciated by clients for its “excellent service,

responsiveness and quick turnaround times,” this team han-

dles a variety of planning matters including mixed-use

schemes and housing, leisure and hospital developments

and redevelopments. Particular credit was given to the

group’s “efficient and commercial negotiation skills” in com-

plex Section 106 agreements. The lawyers acted for

Merthyr Village on its planning application for the recla-

mation and landscape restoration of derelict and despoiled

land, including coal recovery from soil tips and tip repro-

filing, and advised Center Parcs on its proposed 

redevelopment at Warren Wood in Millbrook. Additional

expertise is provided in road and highways issues as well

as planning inquiries and appeals. For example, the team is

acting for Osprey on a Section 278 agreement relating to

development of land at Laira Bridge Road in Plymouth,

and represented Livelink in a public inquiry relating to its

residential development plans of a former public house in

Buckinghamshire. The team is led by “good problem solver”

Michael Cunliffe, who is commended for his “wealth of

experience, commercial understanding and massive amount

of legal knowledge.”

PLANNING LONDON

Planning
London
Leading Firms 

Band 4
Forsters LLP

Leading Individuals

Band 2
Cunliffe Michael Forsters LLP

Leaders in Planning

CUNLIFFE, Michael
Forsters LLP, London 
(020) 7863 8477
mdcunliffe@forsters.co.uk
Specialisation: Partner and Head of Planning
Group specialising in planning law with par-
ticular reference to major regeneration
schemes both on behalf of developers and
local planning authorities. He has particular
expertise in drafting planning and other statu-
tory agreements for major development pro-

jects. He has considerable experience of deal-
ing with projects requiring environmental
assessment, planning appeals by way of Public
Inquiry, objections to development plans,
judicial review and other statutory challenges
to administrative decisions.
Prof. Memberships: Legal Associate of the
Royal Town Planning Institute, Member of
the Law Society’s Planning Panel and Member
of the City of London Law Society’s Planning
and Environmental Law Sub-Committee.

Associate Fellow of the Society for Advanced
Legal Studies and a Member of the Society’s
Planning and Environmental Law Reform
Working Group.
Career: Qualified 1974. Joined Ashurst Morris
Crisp 1983. Partner Ashurst Morris Crisp
1987-2001. Partner Forsters 2001.
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