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 WRIGHT MOVE FOR FRIEND

Professional advisers Friend LLP have 
swelled their ranks with the appointment 
of Iain Wright as tax director. Wright 
moves to the firm, which has offices in 
Birmingham and London, from a 13-year 
career with KPMG, where he was M&A 
tax director. During his career with the Big 
Four firm, Wright advised numerous 
private companies, PLCs and private 

equity firms on a wide range of tax matters, including mergers and acquisitions, due 
diligence, company disposals, reorganisations and international expansion, as well as their 
everyday business activities. He was also responsible for advising Indian clients on inward 
investment to the UK and their UK clients on investment in India. 

OTHER MOVES

Deloitte has welcomed 
renowned export 
controls expert 
Stacey Lax to its 
ranks. She will lead 
the firm’s newly 
formed global trade 
and customs practice, 
which will provide 
export control, 

customs and supply chain services to clients 
across a variety of industry sectors. An expert 
in EU and US export control regulations, Law 
was named as one of the UK’s 35 most 
influential women under 35 by Management 
Today in 2008. She joins from Ernst & Young, 
where she headed up the UK customs and 
international trade business. 

Deloitte has made a raft of other senior 
hires, including a number of Lax’s former 
colleagues: Stacey Toder, who joins as a 
director, along with senior managers Gail Lee 
and Mark Young. The team will also include 
two new experienced industry hires: aerospace 
and defence expert Pablo LeCour, who joins 
from Boeing, and David Whitehouse, former 
head of licensing for the Department for 
Business, Innovation and Skills.

Top 20 accountancy 
firm Saffery Champness 
has appointed 
Jonathan Wood, an 
experienced chartered 
tax adviser, to its 
Yorkshire office, based 
in Harrogate. A private 
client specialist who 
deals with a variety of 
trusts, charitable 

foundations, partnerships and high net-worth 
individuals, Wood has wide-ranging 
experience of complex tax compliance and 
planning issues, including IHT, CGT and 
income tax. He joins from Big Four firm 
Deloitte, where his previous client work 
involved many types of trusts and settlements, 
including accumulation and maintenance, 
discretionary, life interest, offshore, will and 
charities. Wood is a member of the Society of 
Trust and Estate Practitioners (STEP).

Oxford-based Critchleys has appointed Tim 
Keeley as a partner in the firm’s new personal 
tax and trust consultancy division. He joins 
from Tenon in west London, where he headed 
up the private client team. A member of STEP, 
Keeley is a regular speaker on taxation matters. 
His particular interests are in non-dom 
taxation, and the interaction with civil law 
jurisdictions when dealing with international 
personal tax clients. He will be working closely 
with tax partner Gerry Jackson and VAT 
consultancy director Steve Chamberlain.

Jennifer Bowie has been promoted to 
personal tax manager at Bradford-based 
chartered accountants Watson Buckle, where 
she will be helping the firm’s personal clients 
to keep their tax affairs in order. A tax 
professional for more than 20 years, Bowie 
joined the firm in 1987. She will be providing 
advice to clients on income tax, CGT and IHT, 
and dealing with tax investigations by HMRC.

West End law firm Davenport Lyons has added 
Gerald Montagu to its team, as a partner in 
the corporate department. Montagu joins 
from Olswang, where he was a partner, and 
further expands the firm’s tax capabilities 

following the recent appointment of Roger 
Bindshedler from Howard Kennedy. Montagu’s 
practice includes both UK and international tax 
planning for a variety of sectors, including 
financial services, media and leisure. He has 
written extensively on tax and related subjects.

The VAT Consultancy 
has expanded its team 
to help event 
organisers navigate 
their way through the 
changes to the Tour 
Operators Margin 
Scheme (TOMS) due 
from 1 January 2010, 
by signing up Mike 

Barnard from HMRC. A member of the 
department’s expertise unit on this subject, 
he was responsible for redrafting the current 
TOMS Notice.

Law firm Forsters has 
signed up its 37th 
partner in the shape of 
Elizabeth Small. She 
specialises in property 
and corporate tax and 
was formerly with 
Halliwells. Her 
experience includes 
work for major 
property companies, developers, funds and 
other corporate property vehicles. On the 
corporate side, she has extensive experience 
of AIM and other private and listed company 
transactions. She will work closely with 
existing tax specialists at Forsters, who advise 
landed estates, trustees and private clients. 

Six other lawyers have also joined the 
private-client group this summer: new 
partners Andrew Lane and Catherine Hill; 
Xavier Nicholas (who joined Forsters from 
Macfarlanes); and three newly qualified 
solicitors Catherine Boyd, Alexandra 
Davies and Zahra Kanani.

Niche commercial tax 
consultants, Bath-based 
Marcussen Consulting, 
have continued their 
recruitment drive with 
the appointment of 
Mark Cartwright. As 
tax manager, he will 
have a key role 
managing the 
expanding compliance 
portfolio. He joins from 

an accountancy practice in the South West, 
where he worked with a variety of clients 
and businesses, advising on personal tax-
related issues.

L to R: Andy Pearson, Amanda Allen, Iain 
Wright, Malcolm Friend and Denise Friend




